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DISS Historiography preamble 

Before we can understand the significance of Indo-Mauritian femininities, we have to establish how the 
concept of an 'Indo-Mauritian femininity' constitutes not only a positional identity (or a political 
positioning) but also a journey in terms of major shifts through history. Indo-Mauritian femininities 
have indeed undergone redefinition, some of them more blatant than others. 


In my case, looking back at history is a more daunting task. To look back at Indo-Mauritian history is to 
construct it. For indeed, the Indo-Mauritian woman, and other Mauritian women have barely been 
included within the dominant historical narrative. 

Thus starts the first part of my research: to establish a historiography of Indo-Mauritian women. The 
discipline of writing a feminine of Mauritius is a very new one. The first academic attempt that I have 
noted during my research period starts with Carter (1994. The irony is that the pioneer in this discipline 
Marina Carter is a British historian from the University of London. 

However the body of work she provides stops at the early 20 th Century and subsequent work is still in 
progress 

Passing that time scale, I have had to resort to critically selected women's writing. One of which, done 
by a literary academic Boolell (1999) employs historiographical strategies herself. 

Boolell (1999) is an important source of information but however incomplete for the particular purpose 
of this dissertation. 

Which is why I will also deploy a body of archival data which will help to operationalise (illustrate) 
some concepts more in detail (principally those of representation). 

For indeed, one central element that some of these above studies touch on but do not fully explore is 
that of the role of the media in the articulation, mediation and preservation of social stereotypes which 
were formed on Indo-Mauritian femininity through history. 
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PLAN: 


A. 1. Importance of traditionalism 

i) The religious epics and myth defined her (Boolell) 

ii) She was placed within traditionalist paradigms due to ethnic politics 

2. Indo-Mauritian woman as upholder of Indian Culture 

i) She became an arena for debate while never participating herself (view of a Pandit) - 
Hindusthani II 

ii) Thus within this political powerplay characteristics of a particular femininity were 
defined v/s Others (white woman, creole woman etc.) 

Proof: newspapers (50's and 60's) 

• Absence of Indo-Mauritian woman representations 

• Only appearance are in public sphere - supporting great leaders (Indo-Mauritian) 


Before 20's look at literature 

iii) She evolved within the Purdah system where her values were defined (Gungaloo) 

3. The importance of Indian Popular Cinema 

i) The only accessible forms through to (19?) when majority of girls started having a more 
secular (lai'que) sort of education. 


How traditional values were repeated: discursive analysis of Bollywood discourse 



